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SUBJECT : | I COMMENTS ON COUP B1 

ATTEMPT, PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS 

REF: A) CARACAS 12551, B) CARACAS 12685 

1. C - ENTIRE TEXT. 
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2 . SUMMARY : 



Bl 



J, DECEMBER 2 TO 



DISCUSS RECENT FRICTION BETWEEN RUMBOS AND THE GOV. 
THESE INLUDE AN ATTEMPT TO TAKE THE STATION OFF THE AIR 
NOVEMBER 27 AND INDIRECT CLAIMS BY PRESIDENT CARLOS 



ANDRES PEREZ THAT RUMBOS HAD AIDED THE REBELS. [ 

mil * m rntiu nnXT < O STTlfV flW 



Bl 



SAID THAT HE BELIEVED THAT THE GOV'S ATTACK ON THE 
STA TION WAS POSSIBLY AS MUCH T HE RESULT OF A 

| | AS OF THE CONSISTENTLY B1 
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CRITICAL STANCE THE STATION HAS MAINTAINED TOWARDS THE 
PEREZ ADMINISTRATION. THE GOV CLEARLY HAS A DIFFERENT 
VIEW OF THE SITUATION. END SUMMARY. 



1 RADIO RUMBOS HAS SUFFERED 
BOTH PHYSICAL AND VERBAL ATTACKS FROM THE GOV DURING 
THE COUP AND ITS AFTERMATH. THE DAY OF THE COUP 
ATTEMPT (NOVEMBER 27) , SIX AGENTS OF THE STATE SECURITY 
POLICE (DISIP) ENTERED THE STATION AT APPR OXIMATELY 
in-ill & M awn TOLD STATION EMPLOYEES THAT I ' 



HAD ORDERED THE STATION CLOSED. HOWEVER, 
THEY FAILED TO SHOW A GOVERNMENT ORDER TO CLOSE THE 
QTiTT mJ , WREN STATION EMPL OYEES RESISTED, THE DISIP 
AGENTS | T aCROSS THE ROOM, AND BROKE 

TWO OF THE THREE MICROPHONES BEING USED TO BROADCAST. 
AFTER TWENTY MINUTES, THE DISIP AGENTS LEFT, BUT ONLY 
AFTER ISSUING A THREAT TO CUT OFF THE BUILDING'S 
ELECTRICAL POWER WHICH WOULD HAVE MEANT THE STATION 
COULD ONLY HAVE REMAINED ON THE AIR FOR ANOTHER HOUR 
AND A HALF USING THEIR AUXILARY GENERATOR. SOON 
THEREAFTER, PRESIDENT PEREZ CALLED STATION PRESIDENT 
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SERRANO AND TOLD HIM THAT IF THE STATION DIDN'T STOP 
BROADCASTING NEWS ABOUT THE CO UP ATTEMPT, HE WOULD 
REVOKE THE STATION'S LICENSE. I 

DECIDED THE STATION WOULD ONLY BROADCAST MUSIC UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE IN ORDER TO AVOID ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS. 
THE STATION DID NOT RESUME BROADCASTING NEWS UNTIL 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 (COMMENT: IN PUBLIC REMARKS, 
SERRANO SR. HAS SAID THAT THE STATION NORMALLY DOES NOT 
BROADCAST NEWS ON THE WEEKENDS) . 

4. MEANWHILE, THE STATION WAS SERVED WITH A SUMMONS TO 
APPEAR BEFORE THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS NOVEMBER 30 TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBLE 
REVOCATION OF ITS LICENSE. WHEN PRESSED FOR AN 
EXPLANATION , 1 ~ "| tHE GOVERNMENT CITED THREE 
REASONS FOR THE SUMMONS : (1) RUMBOS HAD FAILED TO LINK 
INTO THE AUDIO SIGNAL OF TELEVEN (CHANNEL 10) , THE 
STATION THAT BECAME THE DE-FACTO STATE TELEVISION 
NETWORK AFTER THE OTHER NETWORKS WERE TAKEN OVER BY THE 
REBELS. (2) THE STATION HAD BROADCAST COVERAGE OF A 
CIVILIAN PROTEST OUTSIDE MIRAFLORES. THE GOV FEARED 
THAT THE BROADCAST WOULD INCITE MORE PEOPLE TO JOIN IN 
THE PROTEST AND THIS WOULD ENDANGER THE PUBLIC ORDER. 
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(3) THE STATION HAD TRANSMITTED A STORY ABOUT A 
POT-BANGING PROTEST (CACEROLAZO) WHICH THE GOVERNMENT 
ALSO SAID WAS ENCOURAGING SUBVERSION. IN ITS HEARING 
BEFORE THE MTC, RUMBOS DID NOT DENY THE TRANSMISSION OF 
NEWS REPORTS ON THESE INCIDENTS, BUT STRESSED THA THEIR 
BROADCASTS WERE ONLY INTENDED TO INFORM THE PUBLIC, NOT 
TO gwrv wpafi* aw T7PRTSIN G. AN UNSTATED REASON FOR THE 
SUMMONS] WAS THAT AFTER BROADCASTING A 
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MESSAGE FROM CAP TO THE PUBLIC AT 8 A.M. IN WHICH HE 
CLAIMED THE SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY WAS UNDER CONTROL , 
RUMBOS CONTRADICTED THE PRESIDENT BY BROADCASTING 
(ACCURATE) REPORTS OF CONTINUING VIOLENCE AND PROTESTS. 

5. THESE GOV ACTIONS WERE FOLLOWED BY INDIRECT 
COMMENTS BY CAP MADE ABOUT RUMBOS IN A SPEECH TO THE 
NATION TUESDAY NIGHT, DECEMBER 1. CAP SAID THAT A 
STATION (WIDELY PERCEIVED AS RUMBOS) HAD HELPED REBEL 
PILOTS PTCK OUT APP ROPRIATE TARGETS FOR THEIR ATTACKS. 

| "" j lHIS CHARGE WAS TOTALLY FALSE. Bl 

The HAD BEEN SURPRISED BY THE Bl 



6. , , . 

GOV'S HARASSMENT OF THE STATION, SINCE RUMBOS HAD DONE 
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SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON COUP Bl 

ATTEMPT, PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS 

NOTHING BUT BROADCAST OBJECTIVE INFORMATION. IN FACT, 
HE SAID, RUMBOS HAD RECEIVED A CALL FROM THE REBELS 
THREATENING TO BLOW UP THE STATION'S TRANSMITTER IN 
MARACAY IF THE STATION CARRIED THE PRESIDENT'S MORNING 
SPEECH. WHEN RUMBOS PROCEEDED TO CARRY THE SPEECH, THE 
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TRANSMITTER, WHICH BROADCAST RUMBOS PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT 
VENEZUELA AND SO UTH AMERICA. WAS DES TROYED , PRESUMABLY 
BY REBEL PILOTS. I | THE REPLACEMENT 

VALUE AT USDOLS 200,000. 
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8 THE AMBASSADOR DISCUSSED RADIO RUMBOS WITH 





fr HO OFFEBEP_A^EfiX , 

DIFFERENT VIEW OF RUMBOS' BEHAVIOR. | 1 
APPEARED CONVINCED THAT RUMBOS WAS GUILTY OF INCITEMENT 
TO REBELLION, BUT SAID THAT THE GOV WOULD BE MODERATE 
IN ITS SANCTION, PERHAPS SU SPENDING THE STATION'S 



LICENSE BRIEFLY. 



\ THAT THEY WERE URGING THAT 
NO ACTION BE TAKEN AGAINST RUMBOS (SEE REF A) . THE 
AMBASSADOR URGED THAT THE GOV EXERCISE PRUDENCE IN THE 
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CASE LEST IT TARNISH ITS HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD. 



9. COMMENT: f 



1 THEY REFLECT THE LEVEL OF PARANOIA, SUSPICION, 
"AND RUMOR-MONGERING AFOOT TODAY IN VENEZUELA. THEY 
ALSO CLEARLY DEMONSTRATE THE MANNER IN WHICH THE PEREZ 
ADMINISTRATION HAS CONFRONTED CERTIN MEDIA, 
PARTICULARLY SINCE THE FEBRUARY 4 COUP ATTEMPT. 
IMPORTANT NEW ENEMIES IN THE MEDIA HAVE BEEN CREATED IN 
THE PROCESS. THE PEREZ ADMINISTRATION, OF COURSE, 
WOULD CLAIM THAT IT WAS AN UNPROFESSIONAL MEDIA, 
SERVING THE NEEDS OF POWERFUL ECONOMIC INTERESTS WHICH 
STARTED THE DISPUTE WITH DISTORTIONS AND FALSEHOODS 
ABOUT CAP'S RECORD AND LEADERSHIP. THE GOV MAY NOT 
HAVE BEEN OUT TO DESTROY RADIO RUMBOS , BUT THEY 
CERTAINLY CRACKED DOWN EXTREMELY HARD ON A RADIO 
STATION WHICH MANY VENEZUELANS VIEWED AS THE MOST 
RELIABLE SOURCE OF RADIO INFORMATION ON NOVEMBER 27. 
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